
Genres, Authors and Sources(1940-1960) to use as prompts during Reading 
Sheffield interviews 
 

FICTION 

Realist fiction (sort of) H E Bates  

 Arnold Bennett  

 John Braine  

 Ann Bridge  

 A J Cronin The Stars Look Down 

 Warwick Deeping Sorrell and Son 

 O Douglas  

 Hans Fallada Little Man Where Now? 

 Michael Fairless  

 Gilbert Frankau Peter Jackson, Cigar Merchant 

 John Galsworthy  

 Walter Greenwood Love on the Dole 

 Patrick Hamilton  

 Winifred Holtby  

 A S M Hutchinson  If Winter Comes 

 Naomi Jacobs  

 Storm Jameson  

 Rosamond Lehmann  

 Somerset Maugham  

 J B Priestley  

 Nevil Shute  

 Alan Sillitoe  

 Howard Spring  

 Robert Tressell  The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists 

 H G Wells  

 Dorothy Whipple  

 E H Young  

Rural Adrian Bell  

 Constance Holme  The Crump family novels 

 W H Hudson The Green Mansions 

 Richard Jefferies  

 Sheila Kaye-Smith  

 Henry Williamson Tarka the Otter 

 Mary Webb Precious Bane 

Political & financial E Phillips Oppenheim  

Historical D K Broster  

 Georgette Heyer  

 Margaret Irwin  

 Baroness Orczy  

 Jean Plaidy  

 Rafael Sabatini Scaramouche 

 Anya Seton  

Adventure Edgar Burroughs Tarzan books 

 John Buchan  

 Erskine Childers The Riddle of the Sands 

 Jeffrey Farnol  



 Ian Hay  

 Rider Haggard  

 Richard Hughes High Wind in Jamaica 

 Victor Hugo  

 Hammond Innes  

 Jack London  

 H M Tomlinson Gallions Reach 

 Dennis Wheatley  

 P C Wren Beau Geste 

 Dornford Yates  

War novels Pierre Boulle The Bridge over the River Kwai 

 Eric Williams The Wooden Horse 

Thrillers Eric Ambler  

 Victor Canning  

 Leslie Charteris The Saint novels 

 Graham Greene  

 Anthony Hope The Prisoner of Zenda 

 Nicholas Monsarrat  

 Edgar Wallace  

 Dennis Wheatley  

American crime fiction Raymond Chandler  

 Dashiell Hammett  

British crime fiction Margery Allingham  

 Nicholas Blake  

 Agatha Christie  

 Arthur Conan Doyle  

 Cyril Hare  

 Michael Innes  

 Ngaio Marsh (NZ)  

 Dorothy L Sayers  

Comedy E F Benson Lucia and Mapp stories 

 Max Beerbohm Zuleika Dobson 

 G K Chesterton  

 Ivy Compton Burnett  

 E M Delafield Diary of a Provincial Lady 

 Stella Gibbons Cold Comfort Farm 

 Giovanni Guareschi Don Camillo books 

 Anita Loos Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 

 Compton Mackenzie  

 Rose Macaulay  

 Saki  

 Margery Sharp  

 Jan Struther Mrs Miniver 

 Angela Thirkell  

 Elizabeth von Arnim  

 P G Wodehouse  

Sagas Mazo de la Roche The Jalna novels 

 Hugh Walpole Rogue Herries 

Tramping Victor Canning Mr Finchley Discovers His England 

 W H Davies Diary of a Super-Tramp 



 Michael Fairless The Road Mender 

Romance Ruby Ayres  

 Florence Barclay  

 D K Broster  

 Marie Corelli  

 Maud Diver  

 Elinor Glyn Three Weeks 

 James Hilton The Lost Horizon, Random Harvest 

 E M Hull  The Sheik 

 Margaret Kennedy The Constant Nymph 

 A E W Mason The Four Feathers 

 Margaret Mitchell Gone with the Wind 

 Berta Ruck  

 Annie Swann  

 ‘Mills and Boon’  

Westerns Zane Grey  

Shocking books J P Donleavy The Ginger Man 

 James Hanley Boy 

 Radclyffe Hall The Well of Loneliness 

 D H Lawrence Lady Chatterley’s Lover 

 Edna O’Brien The Country Girls 

 H de Vere Stacpoole The Blue Lagoon 

Classics Jane Austen  

 Joseph Conrad  

 Charles Dickens  

 E M Forster  

 Thomas Hardy  

 James Joyce  

Other Kingsley Amis  Lucky Jim 

 H E Bates  

 Pearl S Buck  

 Elizabeth von Arnim  

 Catherine Cookson  

 Aldous Huxley  

 Christopher Isherwood  

 Naomi Jacob  

 Christopher Isherwood  

 Naomi Jacob  

 Ethel Mannin  

 Nevil Shute  

 Oliver Onions  

 George Orwell  

 Ethel Raymond Tell England 

 William Pett Ridge  

 G B Shaw  

 Una Silberrad  

 C P Snow A Many Splendored Thing 

 Elizabeth Taylor  

 Sylvia Townsend Warner  

 Thornton Wilder  



 Alec Waugh  

 Evelyn Waugh  

 Virginia Woolf  

Science fiction John Wyndham  

 H G Wells   

NON-FICTION 

Travel   

Biographies   

Political   

SOURCES FOR BOOKS 

Family   

Friends   

City Libraries   

Boots Library   

Local libraries in 
newsagents (where) 

  

Red Circle library (if so, 
where) 

  

Works libraries   

WEA libraries   

School or college 
libraries 

  

New books from local 
bookshops 

  

Secondhand bookshops 
or market stalls 

  

Fiction branded by publisher 

Book of the Month Club   

Reader’s Digest selection   

Crime Fiction Club?   

The Good Companions 
Book Club 

  

Film suggested reading a 
book? 

  

 
 


